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Who Recorded Frederick the Great's Rousing 1757 Speech?
Source:
On December 3, 1757, the day before the crucial Battle of Leuthen in the Seven Years’ War, Frederick II (“the Great”) addressed his senior officers. The following day Frederick led his army against the numerically superior Austrian forces and their allies to claim victory despite being outnumbered, with 60,000 Austrians facing 40,000 Prussians.
 Excerpts of this speech are included on the German History in Documents and Images website.

Historical Context: 
Soon after Frederick II learned of the death of Emperor Charles VI in 1740, he invaded Silesia in a war lasting until 1742. That first Silesian War was followed by a second in 1744-45. Finally in a third war, known as the Seven Years' War, Austria and its allies attacked Prussia in 1756. At the Battle of Leuthen in December of 1757, Frederick faced the Austrian army led by Prince Charles of Lorraine. Frederick II gave this address to his senior officers on the day before an impending battle. Knowing the odds were not in his favor, Frederick offered his men the opportunity to leave without punishment. However, as stated in the source--a presumed firsthand account with direct quotations by a listener, no one left the area. Frederick thanked the men for their loyalty throughout the campaign knowing that they could have deserted, which he felt had happened more in the Prussian compared to the Austrian army.
 He stated he would personally join in the fighting and continue until the end. Unsure of the future, he ended his address by saying, “we shall have defeated the enemy or we shall not see one another again.”

Although the Austrian army was larger in size, Frederick won the battle with quick maneuvering and adept use of the terrain to outflank the Austrian force.
  
Sources of the Text of the Speech: 
The GHDI website obtained the source of the English translation from The Habsburg and Hohenzollern Dynasties in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries, edited by C. A. Macartney in 1970, which is a translation of an 1879 edition of Frederick's 'correspondence.' The GHDI's German version came from Die Werke Friedrichs des Großen [The Works of Frederick the Great] edited by Gustav Berthold Volz in 1913.
 I was not able to obtain the 1879 Droysen et al edition of Frederick's correspondence to see where those scholars found the text Macartney translated into English. However from Macartney's book, I learned that Volz obtained his 1912 text from an 1802 book by Friedrich August von Retzow (1729-1812): Charakteristik der wichtigsten Ereignisse des Siebenjährigen Krieges.
 Retzow was actually present at the battle with Frederick II. He was an adjutant or assistant to his father, General Wolf Friedrich von Retzow, who also fought in that battle. When the younger Retzow published his book in Berlin in 1802, it was 45 years after the battle, and he was seventy-three years old. According to an 1889 biographical encyclopedia article about Retzow, his history of the Seven Years' War was popular and was regarded as a reliable source about the war. 
 It was published in French in 1803 and Russian in 1818.
 The article states that the address by Frederick II at Leuthen was based on Retzow's memory, possibly also on notes by Retzow's father.
 In the introduction to the Charakteristik  Retzow says he also had information from Frederick's 14-year younger brother Prince Heinrich (1726-1802), and from the “dem Ruhme des Königs wenig günstige Tagebuch von Gaudy” [the diary of Gaudy, which is hardly flattering to the king's fame].
This diary was kept by Friedrich Wilhelm von Gaudy (1725-1788), and was published in 1912 as Das Gaudische Journal des siebenjährigen Krieges. Feldzüge 1758-1763.
 Gaudy became a Prussian lieutenant general and participated in the Seven Years’ War and the Battle of Leuthen.
 During that battle, he was a captain and aide for Frederick II. According to Worldcat.org, there have been fifty-nine publications by Gaudy from 1764 to 1783.
 Many of his works were published posthumously from 1792 up to 2015. His journal is the most widely held work. According to the 1878 Allgemeine Deutsche Biographie article about Gaudy, he was close to Prince Heinrich and critical of King Frederick.
 In 1778 he completed a manuscript he titled "Materialien, aus denen eine Kriegsgeschichte geschrieben werden kann" [Materials from which a history of the war can be written]. After Gaudy's death the manuscript was purchased from his widow by King Friedrich Wilhelm II, and in 1878 was preserved in the Archiv des grossen Generalstabes.
Based on these various sources the original speech text might not be absolutely verbatim. I was not able to determine where Gaudy's diary is preserved today, and do not know whether it was based on notes written at the time of the events Gaudy describes, or perhaps later from memory, with biases and embellishments. Both Gaudy and Retzow might have omitted key parts due to loss of memory or incorrect recollections, or written with a bias according to how each writer felt about Frederick II.
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