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Nazi Party Propaganda: An exploration into a 1930 promotion for the Nazi Party by Adolf Hitler 
	Hitler, Adolf. "Aufruf an Das Deutsche Volk: Was Haben Die Alten Parteien 	Versprochen, Was Haben Sie Gehalten?" Völkischer Beobachter (Munich), 	September 10, 1930.

Mühlberger, Detlef. Hitler's Voice: The Völkischer Beobachter, 1920-1933. Oxford: P. Lang, 2004. In: Moeller, Robert, The Nazi State and German Society, 42-45. 2010.

	The original document under exploration is a written manifesto by Hitler titled, Aufruf an das deutsche Volk: Was haben die alten Parteien versprochen, was haben sie gehalten?. This article was originally published in the Nazi newspaper, the Völkischer Beobachter, on September 10, 1930 (Hitler, 1930). In English this title translates directly to, “call to the German people: What have the old parties promised and what have they delivered?” This newspaper article, in addition to its title, bore the headline Hitler’s Manifesto (Adolf Hitlers Manifest). This specific newspaper edition can be accessed at the UCSB library in the special collections area, at the Center for Research Library, or at Stanford University via microfilm. The Völkischer Beobachter is only available in German however, and the only complete version of the article in its entirety, translated into English, is in Detlef Mühlberger’s book Hitler’s Voice: The Völkischer Beobachter, 1920-1933 (Mühlberger, 2004). Moeller’s document from his book, The Nazi State and German Society, contains condensed segments of Hitler’s essay from Mühlberger’s book; many sections of the article are not present at all in this version (Moeller, 2010). The article’s topic was about what the Nazi party platform stood for and why they must smash the old “defective” political parties of Germany.
	This news article was an essay written by Adolf Hitler just days before the German national elections of 1930 (elections for seats in the Reichstag). The article was used as an advertisement by the Nazi party printed in the Völkischer Beobachter newspaper for selling pamphlets with the manifesto written on them. The pamphlets were a last minute attempt to gain support for the Nazi party by having party members purchase and distribute the pamphlets containing the manifesto. The pamphlets were sold by the German publishing group the Eher Verlag, and people could buy 1kg, 2kg, or 5kg packages of the pamphlets in order to distribute them. The party used Hitler’s article because by this time he was the authoritative figure in the Nazi party and had become synonymous with Nazi campaigning and support. At the time that this was written, Hitler had already become a well-known political figure and the Nazi party was slowly beginning to become a major political party within Germany. In the elections held four days after this article was published in the Nazi newspaper, the Nazi party received 18% of the vote making it one of the largest parties in Germany. While this was a big step for the Nazi party and Hitler, it was not until 1933 that they became the biggest party in Germany and Hitler was appointed chancellor. 
	The original text of Hitler’s article, featured as an advertisement in the Völkischer Beobachter on September 10, 1930, explains Hitler’s reasons for what is wrong with all other German parties and why the Nazi party needs to get rid of them politically. The Völkischer Beobachter newspaper itself was the Nazi newspaper from 1920-1945. The Nazis bought the failing paper in 1920 and used it as a propaganda and communication newspaper for party members. It was a widely read newspaper in Germany during this time, although the scope outside of Germany seems minimal since the newspaper was not translated to another language (English) until Mühlberger did in 2004. Mühlberger was born during the war and his family was affected by the war. One of his last works as a writer was investigating the Völkischer Beobachter newspaper. He created both a translation of selected key documents within the newspaper into English, and also created an in depth analysis of the content. This book was split into two volumes based on development of the party and propaganda, and brought to light the nature of the paper. Our article of interest is found in volume 1.
	The article itself was a fairly simple essay and was not very groundbreaking by any means. This essay, although reprinted in both Moeller and Mühlberger’s books, did not make headlines in the New York Times, LA Times, or Chicago Tribune for that week according to my archive searches and is not cited directly in any other English literature. Mühlberger’s text in general and the Völkischer Beobachter itself are mentioned in quite a lot of works. Based on this evidence, it seems like this article was more of just a simple campaign tactic used in support of the Nazi party in the Nazi newspaper. While the Nazi party was successful in the elections that year, this article was probably not a substantial piece that had any great impact on anything really other than general fund raising and daily campaigning for the party.
	The only other place that I could find the full essay, other than the original Völkischer Beobachter article or Mühlberger’s text, was in the book titled Hitler Reden Schriften Anordnungen Jan-Sep 1930 (Hitler, 1992, 394-407), although it was written in German. This was a complete and identical essay to the one found in the September 10, 1930 Völkischer Beobachter paper. The only complete English version can be found in Mühlberger’s book.
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