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● Original Source available at: 

○ "Compact Memory." Compact Memory / Suche Faure [1-10]. Accessed March 

03, 2019. http://sammlungen.ub.uni-frankfurt.de/cm/periodical/titleinfo/2653758. 

● Translated Version: 

○   https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/wear-it-with-pride. 

 

   Robert Weltsch was both an active Zionist and chief editor of the Jewish newspaper in 

Germany, Jüdische Rundschau.
2
 Weltsch was born in Prague on June 20th, of 1891, when 

Prague was still a part of Austria-Hungary.
3
 He grew up in an area that was culturally German, 

but still held strong Jewish ties.
4
 After World War I, where he had fought for the German 

offensive, he moved to Berlin where he took his place as editor of this newspaper from 1919 to 

1938.
5
 The Jüdische Rundschau was a newspaper in Berlin that lasted from 1902 to 1938. It was 

the largest and most important Zionist weekly newspaper in Germany.
6
 During his time as editor 

of the Jüdische Rundschau, he contributed many speeches, reports, essays, and journals.
7
 These 

writings by Weltsch mostly dealt with Zionism, Jewish-Arab and Jewish-German relations, 

displaced persons in post-World War II Europe, the Nuremberg war crimes trials, and the 
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founding of the State of Israel.
8
 One of Weltsch's more famous contributions to the newspaper 

was his publication of Wear it With Pride, the Yellow Badge, released on April 4th, 1933.
9
 The 

original article Weltsch published describes the events, the persecution of Jews, that began on 

April 1, 1933. All Jewish people were being forced to wear yellow patches, and all Jewish store 

owners had to put red cards up in front of their stores, so that they could be more easily identified 

and segregated. In this article Weltsch explains how the persecution of Jews had reached a new 

height and even predicted that the day would go down in infamy. Ultimately this was one of the 

many articles written by Weltsch that aimed at steering Jews towards radicalist Zionist ideals. An 

original version of this newspaper can be found at Goethe University of Frankfurt.
10

 One can 

also find a translated version of this article on the Jewish Virtual libraries website.
11

 Only 

nineteen days after the original article was printed, in New York, a newspaper pertaining to this 

event was printed in the Jewish Bulletin.
12

 This article in the  Jewish Bulletin informed US 

readers, specifically Jewish Europeans living in the US, of the events taking place in Germany. 

Gershom Scholem corresponded with Robert Weltsch and Hans Kohn regarding their Zioinist 

values, activities, and motives.
13

 Thomas von der Osten-Sacken and Beatrice Smedley referred to 

this event, and Robert Weltsch, in their 2002 article "Tribulations of a World Zionist Newspaper: 

The Rise and Fall of the Jüdische Welt-Rundschau."
14

 Robert Weltsch is a valuable source of 

information pertaining to Zionism and Jews in Germany. He wrote extensively, portraying the 

events of Germany and seeing that he was chief editor of the important newspaper, Jüdische 

Rundschau, we can assess that he was credible and therefore a valid source. Many researchers 

have referred back to his writings and cited his articles in their own research of events that took 

place in Germany. Robert Weltsch was a product of his time and his writings serve as a great 
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window into Jewish life in Germany during the rise of the Third Reich, as well as Jewish 

Zionism.  
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