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Source Exploration: The German-Soviet Nonaggression Pact  
· http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=1545. Treaty of Non-Agression between Germany and the Union of Soviet Scoialist Republics (August 23, 1939). 
· Source of German text: “Nichtangriffsvertrag zwischen Deutschland und der Union der Sozialistischen Sowjetrepubliken” und “Geheimes Zusatzprotokoll” (August 23, 1939). In German Foreign Ministry, Akten zur Deutschen Auswärtigen Politik, 1918-1945. Baden-Baden: Imprimiere Nationale, MCMLVI. Series D: 1937-1945. Volume VII: Die letzten Wochen vor Kriegsausbruch, 9. August bis 3. September 1939. 
The Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact (Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact), signed by Nazi    foreign minister Joachim von Ribbentrop and Soviet foreign minister Vyacheslav Mikhaylovich Molotov in Moscow on August 23, 1939, asserted that the two nations would not go to war with each other for ten years (Miller 1939). Hitler intended to avoid a two front war, while the Soviets anticipated the partition of Eastern Europe between themselves and Germany. Intriguingly, a secret protocol of the agreement detailing this partition only became public knowledge during the Nuremberg Trial in 1946 (Matthews 1939). 
The treaty was enumerated in seven articles with the first setting the tone for the entire agreement stating, “…to refrain from any act of violence, any aggressive action, or any attack on each other, either individually or jointly with other powers.” (Treaty of Non-aggression 1939). Articles 2 and 4 also discuss acts of violence with or without a third power, while articles 3 and 5 refer to future amicable foreign relations between the two countries. The final two provisions of the agreement state a ten-year length with five year extension without notice of cancellation and immediately place the agreement into effect upon signature. The addition of the secret protocol reveals plans to divide Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, as well as Poland into spheres of influence between the Nazis and Soviets (Remnick, 1989). 
The agreement took shape in August of 1939 on the eve of World War II. Foreign ministers met in Moscow in the utmost secrecy to discuss future relations between the Nazis and Soviets (Wheeler-Bennett 1939, 39). Hitler, on one hand, sought to avoid a two front war with the allies in the west and Soviets in the east, as he mobilized Germany for war, while Stalin’s weariness of Hitler’s goals spurred non-aggression talks (Poole 1946, 141). The secret protocol of the pact came to light during the Nuremberg Trial in 1946 (Daniell 1946). The details of this portion of the agreement show Hitler’s awareness of Germany’s vulnerability to a two front war and Soviet interest in eastern Poland and southeastern European territories (Keiji 2014, 1150). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Newspaper articles discussing the signing of the pact, as well as articles covering the Nuremberg Trials, provide insight into the motivation behind the agreement and the revelation of the secret protocol. A 1939 article describes international relations as coming to a brink after the signing by escalating tension over Poland, “…signing of the pact brought Europe to the brink of the inevitable showdown over Hitler’s Polish demands” (Miller 1939). Two 1946 articles review the secret protocol and its intentions, “…the text of an agreement supplementary to the German-Soviet non aggression agreement has been found…”, the article continues, “…the text [secret protocol] had certainly not been published” (Matthews 1946). The second article provided that “Frederick Gauss, chief of the legal department in the Reich Foreign Office, who drafted the secret protocol as well as the nonaggression pact that secured Germany’s eastern frontier during the Polish campaign”  (Daniell 1946). The Nuremberg Trials brought the secret protocol to light in Germany, but Soviet Russia did not acknowledge the existence of the protocol until 1989 because, “…Baltic activists insist that the secret protocols of the 1939 Molotov-Ribbentrop pact were the illegitimate basis of the Baltic’s annexation and should be declared null and void” (Remnick, 1989). The Soviet Union intended to hold onto to the territory they annexed during the war by denying the existence of any secret protocol, but 50 years later the call by Baltic activists led to the Kremlin finally acknowledging the secret aspect of the agreement (Keiji, 2014). 
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