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Source: "How Much Does a Date Cost." GHDI - Document. Accessed May 01, 2019. http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=4603&language=english.
·  Klaus Bresser, “How Much Does a Date Cost?” [“Was kostet ein Rendezvous?”], Twen, August 1959, pp. 2-22. 
· Translated by Thomas Dunlap

For this assignment I chose to go in depth of the article, “Was kostet ein Rendezvous?” or in English, “How much does a date cost.” This article was written in 1959 for the magazine Twen that described how much young men from western Germany were spending on dates during that time period. This article followed thirty young males for one month and added up their total expenditures. One participant stated, “I never was entirely aware of how expensive girls actually are.” The results showed that they spent around DM 20 to 150 a month. Below is a break down of the cost of a date from one participant.  
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An agreement between all the participants what that having a stable girlfriend keep the prices lower. However when the idea of a girl paying a portion came up, the group was divided. Some said that they would happily accept their girl paying for a portion. Although some participants disagreed and stated they would always pay. In addition, they all agreed that having a girlfriend was expensive in the long run. 

	COST IN 1959
	CONVERSION
	IN 2018

	10.50DM
	2.50USD
	21.50USD

	10.50DM
	.89EURO
	4.54EURO



This article was written by Klaus Bresser. He was born on July 22, 1936 in Berlin Germany. He attended the university of Cologne. He works as a journalist for German Broadcasters. In 1965 he began working for Westdeutscher Rundfunk, which is a German public broadcasting center which puts out radio shows and television shows alike. Then in 1977 he began working for ZDF another broadcasting center. He still works there today according to Wikipedia. He has won a few awards for his journalism. He is the author of three books, What now, dear voters? : the German parties, their candidates and their goals in 1994 [Was nun, liebe Wähler? : die deutschen Parteien, ihre Kandidaten und ihre Ziele 1994] , Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt, Stuttgart 1994, What now? : about television, morality and journalists [Was nun? : über Fernsehen, Moral und Journalisten] , Luchterhand-Verlag, Hamburg 1992, and Sunday Talks [Sonntagsgespräche] , Knaur-Verlag, Munich 1998.[image: ]
The article by Klaus Bresser was originally published in Twen magazine, which was a popular German magazine aimed at the younger generations ages 15-30[footnoteRef:0]. The magazine was originally published from 1959-1971 in western Germany. However one can still find issues later on in the 90s. There has been some dispute over who wrote and published the magazine. Some sources cite Hans A. Nikel and Hans Hermann. However some sources cite two other names, Adolf Theobald and Stephen Wolf. [image: ] [0:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twen] 

*To the right is a cover from the year 1963.*
An article from 2013 was published online called “Twen – The Most Influential Magazine of All Times?” As stated in the article the magazine had, “groundbreaking design ideas, innovative usage of photography and full use of the advanced printing methods that made Twen a leader in magazine layout and design.”  This article sources Willy Fleckhaus as the art director of Twen. He was described as using images in an innovative way, making history. According to this article, Twen was one of the first to use a “blue ‘shined’ ink underneath process black to give the richness to the page.” Unfortunately within a decade the readership died out, and this version of Twen was “folded” in early 1971. 
There is not much history I can find on this magazine, in fact about three different websites said the exact same thing as the wikipedia article. After searching for a while I was able to find copies of the magazine for sale. You cannot find them on ebay, but special vintage stores. On ELEGANTLY PAPERED one copy is being sold for $106.47.  In 1965 it was sold for 2,20 DM.
It looks like the article “Was kostet ein Rendezvous?” was only published in twen magazine, then later published on the GHDI website. Google searches do not turn up any different results. This article yields slim results on the internet. 

Compare and contrast:

According to TRIBUNE MEDIA WIRE in the year 1959 a date in America compared to a date in 2016.[footnoteRef:1] [image: ] [1:  "Here's the Average Cost of a Date the Year You Were Born." WGN. April 08, 2016. Accessed May 01, 2019.] 


Absolute Price (what you would have paid back then)
Price of dinner for two: $8.66
Price of two movie tickets: $1.02
Total price of dinner and a movie for two: $9.68

Inflation-Adjusted Price (amount you would have to spend today)
Price of dinner for two: $71.04
Price of two movie tickets: $8.37
Total price of dinner and a movie for two: $79.40

According to Yahoo Finance[footnoteRef:2],  in 2018, states a date can cost about $102. (Source: Match.com) [2:  DiPalma, Brooke. "Map: A Look How Expensive Dating Is across U.S. States." Yahoo! Finance. August 20, 2018. Accessed May 01, 2019. ] 
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In the 19505, West German youth had more and more disposable income. This artcle from Tiwen shows how much
young men viere spending on dates.
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Twens report how expensive girls are.

spenta lot of money on her, but | don't regret a thing.”

Twen asked twens: How much does a girfriend cost? For one month, thirty twens wirote down every penny they spent
on their girs, added it all up, and sent us the final total. The findings are random, sometimes even harsh, but
nonetheless revealing. I never was entirely aware of how expensive girs actually are.” one of them wrote. “Good
thing you asked about t, now | know!”

Only a few of the surveyed twens, howiever, knew how much their girfriends spent on them. That will be examined in
the next issue. For that, Twen s stil looking for reports from female twens.

How expensive, then, are the girs of young men? The twens we surveyed listed very different amounts. AS a rough
‘average, however, they spent about DM 20 to 150 per month for their dates (DM 5.50 and DM 310 are no doubt
‘extreme cases). In other viords: they spend this money not only on their gifriends: rather, the majorty of it is spent
on themselves.

Kiaus S., 22, a bank employee from Aachen, is one example. He gets together with Margit every Saturday aftermnoon.

“This coss him,
Two ice cream cups. 1.80DM
Two movie tickets 4-0M

A small serving of french fris (for her) -450M
Alarge serving of french fries with a sausage (for me) 150 DM
Beer (one for her, four for me) 2750M
Travel costs =DM

1050 DM
Klaus explains this list: My father is decent enough to give me his car. And Margit does not eat or drink very much. In
fact, she has a natural instinct for inexpensive things.
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