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Georg Picht, “Tradition und Zukunft der Universität" ["Tradition and Future of the University"] (1963); in Irmgard Wilharm, ed., Deutsche Geschichte 1962-1983. Dokumente in zwei Bänden [German History 1962-1983. Documents in Two Volumes], vol. 1, Frankfurt am Main, 1989, pp. 231-33.
	A German philosopher, theologian, and educator, Georg Picht (1913-1982) was born in Strasbourg on the eve of the First World War.[footnoteRef:1] Following in the footsteps of his father (a scholar and intellectual himself), Picht studied both classical philology and philosophy in  Freiburg, Kiel, and Berlin, alongside other notable German intellectuals such as: Wilhelm Szilasi, Wolfgang Schadewaldt, Eduard Fraenkel, and Johannes Stroux.[footnoteRef:2] Following his own educational studies, Picht briefly worked at the Berlin Academy of Sciences (1938-1939) where he would work closely with the texts of Ambrose and other classical philosophers, later moving on to a career of teaching at Birklehof, a prestigious German boarding school in Hinterzarten, Südschwarzwald.[footnoteRef:3] However, his employment there would soon come to an end in 1942, as his more progressive thoughts and publications would put him at odds with the National Socialists who had gained control of the boarding school and its administration.[footnoteRef:4] In 1946 (two years after the closing of Birklehof), Picht established his own boarding school at the location of the original Birklehof, where he served as headmaster for the next decade.[footnoteRef:5] For the rest of his life, Picht turned his attention to his own writings and publications on ideas of philosophy and theology, working with many post-war German educational and intellectual institutions to further his own ideas and research.[footnoteRef:6] By the time of his death in 1982, Picht had left behind a legacy spanning dozens of widely read and influential publications with numerous translations and citations by scholars throughout the late twentieth century to the modern day.[footnoteRef:7] [1:  "Georg Picht." Wikipedia. 2019.]  [2:  Ibid.]  [3:  Ibid.]  [4:  Löwe, Teresa. Georg Picht Und Die Schule Birklehofin Der Nachkriegszeit (1946–1955). Berlin: Oldenburger Straße, 2004.]  [5:  Herchenröther, Hildegard. "Meine Geschichte Der Schule Birklehof." Birklehof.de. June 2018. ]  [6:  "Georg Picht." Wikipedia.]  [7:  Melvyl/Worldcat. "Picht, Georg." Worldcat.org. https://www.worldcat.org/wcidentities/lccn-n80159183.] 

	While many scholars and historians may conclude that Picht’s most influential and widely referenced work is his 1964 book titled Die deutsche Bildungskatastrophe (The German Educational Catastrophe), it would actually be his 1963 article, “Tradition und Zukunft der Universität” ("Tradition and Future of the University"), in which he would first voice his concerns with the German post-war higher education system. In this book, Picht discusses the steps that would need to be taken in order for Germany to reform its universities. This book was a primary influence on the larger German education reform that occurred throughout the 1960s.[footnoteRef:8] In the beginning of this document, Picht frames his arguments by examining the context in which he is writing, referencing the state of the German higher education system following the mass deaths of German intellectuals in both World War I and II as well as the lack of financial support for educators and scholars during the economic depression of the Weimar era. From this, Picht concludes that the older generation of German intellectuals had experienced too much loss and suffering through the last five decades and thus “[could not] be expected to rebuild the German higher education system,” claiming that the German youth would instead need to be the ones to implement a progressive reformation of German universities.[footnoteRef:9] Throughout the rest of the text, Picht outlines four major challenges that the German youth would face when attempting their reforms, namely: the balance between quality of education and quantity of scholars, the antiquated and specialized nature of German scholarship, the influence of politicians, scholars, and practical applications within the scientific community, and the increasing importance of scientists to understand the political context in which they work. Picht concludes his statements by reaffirming the idea that the youth are the only one capable of reforming the German education system and without acknowledging the challenges they face, they will be doomed to fail.  [8:  GHDI. "Documents - Education Reform." Http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org.]  [9:  GHDI. "The German Education Crisis (1963)" Http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org.] 



Annotated Bibliography in Chronological Order
Gadamer, H.-G. Philosophische Rundschau 6, no. 1/2 (1958): 150-52. http://www.jstor.org/stable/42582784.
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