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The source selected was Albert Speer, “On Joining the Nazi Movement in 1931.” Speer 
was born in Mannheim Germany, in 1905, to an upper middle class family (Forsgren, 
2012, 8). He died on September 1, 1981 at St. Mary’s Hospital in London. This source is 
an excerpt taken from Speer’s memoir, Inside the Third Reich, which was published in 
1969, after he was released from Spandau prison. The excerpt of Speer’s memoir, 
included in Moeller’s book, was intended to develop issues surrounding National 
Socialism such as citizenship, democracy, civil liberties, authoritarianism, and national 
security, which are all relevant in todays world. Moeller’s book seeks to bring these 
issues to life by providing easily accessible primary sources that allow college-level 
students to do the work of real historians by analyzing the original documents. I was not 
able to determine directly where or if Speer’s original memoir papers from Spandau were 
being kept. The following searches on Google failed to identify an organization holding 
his original Spandau papers: “where are albert speer's original papers,” “albert speer 
spandau original papers.” However, many of Speer’s personal and Spandau papers are 
archived in the Bundesarchiv (Federal Archives) in Koblenz Germany. The memoir 
papers are likely among them. There was no full text copy of “Inside the Third Reich” by 
Albert Speer, available for download at Google Books, but I was able to check the book 
out of the UCSB’s Davidson Library DD247.S63 A313 1970. 
 
From 1949 to 1969, Speer served a 20 year sentence at Spandau prison for war crimes in 
connection with his role as armaments minister in the Nazi regime. Speer wrote this 
memoir on scraps of paper, which were smuggled out of the prison and kept by his 
closest friend Rudolf Wolters, until Speer’s release in 1969 (R.J. Stillman 2000, 24), 
(Wikipedia 2016, 3.2.2). Originally intended as an explanation for his children, Speer’s 
memoir became a best-selling book (Speer 1970, xiii). Speer’s memoir covers his early 
life, joining the Nazi party, architectural work under Hitler, the start of WWII, Speer’s 
appointment as armaments minister, and finally Germany losing the war. Of Speer’s 
joining the National Socialist German Workers Party (NSDAP) or Nazi Party, Speer said 
he "took no notice" of Adolf Hitler when Speer was in college; instead he "was studying 
far into the night" (Forsgren 2012, 9). By the age of 23, Speer was teaching as an 
assistant professor at the Institute of Technology in Berlin-Charlottenburg (Forsgren 
2012, 8). In December of 1930, his students persuaded him to attend a beer hall rally at 
Neue Welt, where Hitler was to speak (Schmidt 1984, 30). Der Angriff, a Nazi gazette 
published by Gauleiter Goebbels in Berlin, announced Hitler’s speech in advance and 
resulted in thousands attending the rally (Schmidt 1984, 30). Speer was certainly dazzled 
by Hitler's oratory skills, but Speer also highlights a weakness in German education of 
the time, which left him, and many other young Germans, not conditioned to think 
critically on political matters (Speer 1970, 8). Hitler spoke that night about heroism and 
national unity (Schmidt 1984, 31). “[H]e presented the Volk, the Fatherland, and the 
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German victory as ideals to strive for, the audience burst into tempestuous applause” 
(Schmidt 1984, 31). After Hitler's speech that night, Speer went to be alone and order his 
thoughts. A few weeks later, Speer attended a speech by Goebbels at the Sportpalast, 
which Speer recounts actually repelled him (Speer 1970, 17). Nevertheless, in the end, 
Speer chose to follow Hitler over any other factor, and joined The Nazi Party in January 
of 1931 (Speer 1970, 18).    
 
Since the end of WWII, Albert Speer has been a highly controversial figure. Many 
Germans, including his associate and close friend Rudolf Wolters, blame Speer for 
apologizing too much: “[Y]our accusations against your former colleagues (Göring, 
Goebbels, Bormann, etc.) who, being dead, cannot defend themselves are agony to me ... 
I hope and think that the day will come when you will no longer find it necessary to 
confess your guilt to all and sundry in order to persuade yourself of your virtue,” 
(Wikipedia 2016, 3.2.2). Yet, while Speer accepted collective responsibility for his part 
in the Nazi regime, and for specific immoral acts he committed, such as using slave labor, 
he claims that he did not directly know of the mass murder of the Jews (Niewyk 1996, 
121). Many historians such as biographers Gitta Sereny and Joachim Fest, author Simon 
Wiesenthal, and social psychologist Erich Fromm have accepted that Speer was sincere 
in his contrition (Van der Vat 1997, 2). On the other hand, historians such as Matthias 
Schmidt who wrote the book Albert Speer: The End of a Myth, have found evidence in a 
diary called the Chronik, kept by Speer’s close friend Rudolf Wolters, which shows that 
Speer ordered the clearing of thousands of Jewish owned flats in Berlin (Schmidt 1984, 
184). Another unofficial Speer biographer was Dan van der Vat, who wrote The Good 
Nazi: The Life And Lies Of Albert Speer. Van der Vat believes that Speer was fully aware 
of the Holocaust, and that his claims of ignorance were merely self-serving lies (Van der 
Vat 1997, 2). Lastly, historian and Harvard Professor Erich Goldhagen found evidence 
that Speer probably knew directly after all. In October of 1943, Speer attended a 
conference in Posen Poland where Heinrich Himmler gave a speech stating that Jews 
were being exterminated and appears to address Speer directly in the audio recording of 
the speech (Youtube: Albert Speer 2014, 32:51). Speer himself claims that he left the 
conference before Himmler’s speech (Youtube: Albert Speer 2014, 33:00). Gitta Sereny 
believes, based on research in psychology, that Speer blocked what he could not bear to 
acknowledge (Youtube: Albert Speer 2014, 35:49). While the Posen evidence is not 
absolute, since there is no positive proof that places him in the audience (such as his 
voice on the recording), Sereny and most others believed, from that day on, Speer must 
have known (Youtube: Albert Speer 2014, 33:00). 
 
In today’s high-tech world, Speer is one of the most relevant and cautionary lessons of 
Nazi Germany. He was a well educated, intelligent, talented, and industrious technical 
professional who claims to have persuaded himself that his professional work was 
apolitical and non moral, since he was just a technician (Forsgren 2012, 12). This idea 
has become known as the fallacy of technical neutrality. Whether or not Speer knew of 
the Holocaust at the time, his memoirs, writings, and interviews have helped frame the 
debate on the ethics of technical professionals (Forsgren 2012, 12). As a result, Albert 
Speer has become a touchstone for the topic of modern engineering ethics.  
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