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​ In November of 1923, among other current social dishevels, Adolf Hitler and the 
National Socialist Party attempted a failed putsch of the German Republic from within Munich.1 
The attempted putsch even led to the banning of the National Socialist party.2 The ensuing trial 
and sentencing of the leaders of the putsch from February 26-April 1, 1924, however, was not 
harsh, as Hitler was not deported to Austria. As well as him and most of the leaders were given 
lenient sentencing of around five years in prison, or in the case of Ludendorff no punishment at 
all. After these light rulings some believed the threat of Hitler and National Socialism to be 
completely wiped out. In the wake of the trial a Jewish German, Ernst Bloch – an optimistic 
Marxist philosopher most known for his Spirit of Utopia – wrote his article “Hitler’s Force” in 
the independent weekly Das Tage-buch.3 Within the article he – unlike his contemporaries – 
dismisses the idea that Hitler had been dealt with, and argues that he should not stay under the 
proverbial radar. Within the article he argues the National Socialist’s “low brow rhetoric”, violent 
nationalism, and emotional appeals to the German youth had posed threats to the republic and 
would continue into the future. Within retrospect of the party being unbanned in early 1925 
Bloch seems to have made a prescient warning for the protection of the republic that many 
Germans would not heed.4 Nonetheless, the National Socialists came to power in the early 1930s, 
and book burnings of largely Jewish and Marxist authors were conducted. This forced Bloch to 
flee to Austria and then later to Switzerland. This perhaps the reason that there are so few 
contemporary references to be found referring to it. However, in 1935 Bloch republished his 
article in his book of essays, Erbschaft dieser Zeit, which helped to revive “Hitler’s Force”, 
retitled “Remember: Hitler’s Force”. Republishing the article he would use it to defend his idea 
of Fascism not being a part of late stage capitalism, but rather how different social classes 
experiencing progress in different ways allows for Fascism to hold broad appeals due to social 
imbalances, which he wrote about in other essays included in the book. As stated in “Hitler’s 
Force”, because of this “asynchronism” the National Socialists could be a “crooked governor of 
revolution” for certain classes of young Germans and petite-bourgeoisie. After the publication of 
Erbschaft dieser Zeit, the popularity of Bloch's article grew, but now with regards to his theory of 
“asynchronism”. Because of the scarcity of its original version, historians and historiographers 
would use Erbschaft dieser Zeit’s reissue of the article, as a means to explore Hitler and National 
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Socialism’s rise to power and appeal to certain groups of Germans. Through the next 80 years 
the article would be used as an example of resistance and changing views of Fascism, but 
primarily through Bloch’s retrospective lens in Erbschaft dieser Zeit. 
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Socialist propaganda expanded over numerous socioeconomic groups, and especially the 
youth. Bloch’s article is specifically mentioned with the National Socialist rhetorical 
mass appeal within Germany, especially in regards to German youth, and violent 
nationalism. Using the article further it states how the National Socialists masked their 
violent intentions within the positively named “values and attitudes”, which helped with 
its broad appeal, which is what Bloch argued in his original article. To help translate the 
passage of this document I used the DeepL translator so that I could understand how the 
article was being referenced. 

 


