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Source Exploration
US Urban vs. Rural Newspaper Responses to the Berlin Book Burning
e Louis P. Lochner, ed., The Goebbels Diaries 1942-43. Washington, DC, 1948, pp. 177-

80; The Book Burning: Report by Louis P. Lochner, Berlin Bureau of the Associated

Press, 1933.

Louis Lochner’s “Report on Nazi Book Burning” was originally published in Lochner’s
edit and translation of “The Goebbels Diaries”, in 1943. It was later reprinted by the Exeter
Publishing press in Jeremy Noakes and Geoffrey Pridham’s book “Nazism, 1919-1945, Vol. 2:
State, Economy and Society 1933-1939”. Lochner documents his observations of what became
infamously known as the Nazi Book Burnings. During the Spring and Summer of 1933, the
National Socialist German Students’ League and the German Student Body joined forces with
the SS and SA to conduct a “cleansing” of un-German literature. The most infamous night of
book burning occurred on May 10th 1933 after an “inflammatory” speech by Joseph Goebbels.
The books that were incinerated fell into categories of Bolshevist, Jewish-democratic or “morally
depraved” works of literature®. Lochner describes the fervor that consumed those who were
present for the book burning. They cheered on the evil “Jewish intellectualism” that was being
removed and giving way to true “German spirit”2.

In the following months, The Third Reich and its “Chamber of Culture” was determined
to censor texts and authors who they deemed inappropriate and manipulate the press and
literature to exert control over the German people. The Nazi party developed anti-Jewish
propaganda and targeted authors and artists from various “red”® backgrounds including Franz
Kafka, Ernst Hemingway, Victor Hugo and Jack London®*. While the burning did not eradicate

all of the books nor their “intellectual heritage™®, it sent a strong and symbolic message that
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individuals like Lochner and press across the United States documented. The book burnings in
1933 were fueled by “hatred, fears, aspiration”® and caused a “mass exodus of German writers,
artists and intellectuals” who fled Nazi Germany throughout the 1930s for fear of persecution.

The United States’ reporting on the book burnings piqued after the May 10th 1933 Berlin
burning but varied in coverage and approach. After looking through copious clippings from the
History Unfolded database’, certain trends in reporting began to emerge. As demonstrated by
publications like the Miami Herald, Honolulu Star-Bulletin and The Philadelphia Inquirer,
newspapers from more urban areas and cities tended to lean towards a more critical stance on the
book burnings. The Miami Herald’s article by Walt Lippman denoted the Nazi regime as
“violent in its character” and claimed that the destruction of intellectual property was an ominous
sign of the Nazis’ preparation for war. Meanwhile the Honolulu Bulletin commented that Hitler’s
attempt to eradicate the non-German would be fruitless as similar attempts had failed in other
“kingdoms™®. Although there were numerous other news clippings, the Philadelphia Inquirer is
the last chosen example because of its publicity and promotion of a wide-scale protest against the
Nazi regime and its book burnings®. On the other hand, the trends that appeared in rural and
suburban area reporting appeared to be less critical of the Third Reich, instead they were more
wary and angered at the burning of American authors. This was seen in newspapers like the
Wilmington Morning News, The Ogden Utah Examiner and the Evening Herald Courier of
Bristol Tennessee. The Tennessee newspaper described the event in a very straightforward
manner, called Goebbels the “minister of enlightenment” and lacked concern for the seriousness
of the issue, unlike some urban newspapers'®. Additionally, the Delaware Morning News
denoted the behavior of the Germans as “childish”, failing to realize the true insidious nature of
the book burning acts'!. Lastly, the Ogden Utah Examiner’s primary concern with the 1933
destruction was the burning of American books specifically.
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In the History Unfolded clippings, most of the reporting occurred immediately after the
book burnings themselves. There didn’t appear to be much analysis in months following the
incidents. However, on May 10th 1943, the New York Times published a piece commenting on
the irony that only a decade after the book burnings, Germany itself was ablaze because of the
Allied Powers. The NY Times article acts as a retrospective analysis on what many didn’t realize
was a precursor to a regime of propaganda and terror as well, Additionally, both the History
Unfolded clippings and New York times article serve as examples of the shift in American
reporting towards a more patriotic lens, especially after the US entry into World War II.
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