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Generalplan Ost: Master Plan for Genocide

Generalplan Ost was the never fully implemented plan for the extermination of designated peoples of Eastern Europe to prepare for German colonization. To understand how a plan for 100+ million people’s deaths was prepared, we must understand ideological foundations of the governing party of Germany and the individual members of that party during Worlds War 2. Then the narrative of events from the creation of the plan to its implementation and end.
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Pictured: Planned approximate extent of the Greater German Reich after completion of Generalplan Ost. Source: https://www.obersalzberg.de/en/exhibition/zweiter-weltkrieg/occupied-europe/utopie-grossgermanisches-reich/ 
The Nazi Party was an extreme right wing political party based on racial hierarchy, anti-communism, and German irredentism.[footnoteRef:1] A little party during the relatively prosperous 1920s, the Great Depression caused an outstanding increase in support for the Nazi Party by the 1933 election. In that election, the Nazi Party had won 44% of the vote, helped by political violence, but with sincere support from about 1/3rd of the electorate. The political violence of Nazis was organized, partly, by Heinrich Himmler. And the sincere supporters were made of men like Hans Ehlich and Konrad Meyer-Hetling.  [1:  Ihor Kamenetsky, Secret Nazi Plans for Eastern Europe: A Study of Lebensraum Policies Internet Archive. (1961b).] 


Heinrich Himmler was a member of the Nazi party starting from 1923, and of the paramilitary arm, the SS, of the Nazi party from 1925 onward. Appointed leader of the SS in 1929, he led the organization competently, according to the goals of the Nazi party. His interest in racially pure German expansion, led to the recruitment of like-minded Germans into the organization.

Hans Ehlich was a doctor who was inclined to right-wing movements starting in 1923, even supporting Hitler’s attempted government overthrow, the Beer Hall Putsch. His education as a doctor led to his employment at the Nazi Race and Public Health office, overseeing subdepartments "Volkstumsarbeit" "Minorities" "Race and Public Health" "Immigration and resettlement" "Occupied Territories."

For Konrad Meyer, his education as an agricultural scientist and participation in party politics as an elected Nazi politician led to his high rank in the bureaucracy and membership of the SS. By World War 2, his education and agricultural understanding was essential to Nazi ideological goals led to position directly under Heinrich Himmler.

The geopolitical situation of Europe from 1933 to 1939 was defined by the politicking of national ideological movements, principally Nazi Germany.[footnoteRef:2] Nazi Germany attempted to reclaim national honor by violating the provisions of the Versailles Treaty as it fit Nazi ideological goals: remilitarization, national expansion, genocide of Slavs, jews, communists, and other selected groups. It was done successfully by the unification of German-speaking territories and reassertion of the German sovereignty over the Rhineland in preparation for what would become World War 2. Partway through World War 2, immediately before the invasion of the Soviet Union in Operation Barbarossa, Heinrich Himmler commissioned Generalplan Ost, the plan for the deportation and extermination of Eastern Europeans, then the resettlement of Eastern Europe.  [2:  Gumkowski, Janusz., and Leszczyński, Kazimierz. Poland under Nazi Occupation. Warsaw: Polonia Pub. House, 1961. “In these genocidal plans, the questions of deportation, the extent of Germanization among the people woh (sic) were to be deported and the resettlement of Germanic peoples were dominant.”] 


The work was done by Hans Ehlich and Konrad Meyer.

The plan grew in scale as the war advanced. It initially called for the partial deportation of Poles to be replaced with Germans. By the peak of German expansion in 1942, before the defeat at Stalingrad, the plan called for the deportation 100+ million of Eastern Europeans across the Ural Mountains and 10s of millions of their deaths, either by intentional extermination or neglect.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Giaccaria, Minca, Paolo, Claudio, ed. (2016). Hitler’s Geographies: The Spatialities of the Third Reich. Chicago, USA: The University of Chicago Press.] 

But the plan never got to this scale. The small-scale (in comparison) deportations were ordered by Heinrich Himmler then organized by Hans Ehlich and Konrad Meyer, separately.
Ehlich had already participated in the Einsatzgruppen killings in the General Government of occupied Poland, and he organized the deportation of 40,000 people into the General Government of Nazi-occupied Poland.[footnoteRef:4] Meanwhile, Konrad Meyer implemented the small-scale colonization of the Polish-free territory, with a few thousand German settlers. [4:  Furber, David. “Near as Far in the Colonies: The Nazi Occupation of Poland.” The International History Review 26, no. 3 (2004): 541–79.] 


These partial implementations had to be stopped because of the reversal of fortunes in the eastern front by 1944. The war ended in 1945. Heinrich Himmler committed suicide on May 23, 1945. Konrad Meyer served about 2 years in an internment camp then worked as an agricultural professor until his death in April 25, 1973. Hans Ehlich served 1 year and 9 months in an internment camp, then worked as a doctor until retirement. He died March 30, 1991.


The first publication of Generalplan Ost can be found at the Internet Archive in scanned format, available for download. 

Permalink to Generalplan Ost Source:  https://archive.org/details/GeneralplanOst/mode/2up 
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